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Circumcision Aftercare/Risks 

Circumcisions usually take about a week to heal. Acetaminophen can be continued every 
4 hours if the baby is irritable after the procedure. We ask that you report any 
complications of the procedure. These are uncommon – serious bleeding or infection 
occurs less than 1 in 100 times. It is normal to expect some blood in the baby’s diaper for 
the first day or two. Applying generous amounts of Vaseline to the diaper area in contact 
with the penis can minimize this. Please report any spurting blood or blood clot larger 
than dime size. Please do not get the groin area soaking wet with a bath for 48 hours after 
the circumcision is done. 

It is normal to expect a yellowish haze or discharge at the head of the penis as well as 
some cheesy material around the base of the head. Swelling at the base of the penis from 
injection of the local anesthetic often lasts a day. However, fever, a bad odour, excessive 
discharge or frank pus, or marked swelling lasting longer than one day, are abnormal and 
should be reported as well. Occasionally, the skin of the shaft of the penis can stick to the 
head of the penis, giving a “buried” appearance. These are called adhesions. If this 
occurs, see Dr. Stein again in the office, within the first week after the procedure, so that 
it can be corrected. Very rarely, trauma to the penis or an abnormal curve to the penis can 
occur as a result of doing the procedure. If in any doubt about how it is healing, please 
call the office or, after hours, go to your local emergency department. 

 


